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Katherine Dobbs, mezzo-soprano, is a Resident Artist at the Academy of Vocal Arts under the tutelage of Bill
Schuman. She holds a Master of Music in Vocal Performance from Rice University’s Shepherd School of

Music and a Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance from DePauw University's School of Music.

At AVA, her roles have encompassed Clairon (Capriccio), Cherubino (Le nozze di Figaro), Beppe (L amico
Fritz), and Dame Marthe Schwerlein (Faust). Her performances at Rice University featured her as Lucretia
(The Rape of Lucretia), Filipievna (Eugene Onegin), Ottavia (L incoronazione di Poppea), and Mrs. Jones
(Street Scene). While at DePauw University, she appeared as Orfeo (Orfeo ed Euridice), Miss Todd (The Old
Maid and the Thief), Die Knusperhexe (Hdnsel und Gretel), and Madame de la Haltiere (Cendrillon).

Her recent competition honors include being named a Philadelphia District Winner (2025) and a Philadelphia
District Encouragement Award Recipient (2024) in the Metropolitan Opera Laffont Competition, as well as
being the Second Place Winner of the Houston Gilbert & Sullivan Society Career Grant Competition (2023).

Past summer engagements include being an Apprentice Artist with Des Moines Metro Opera (2025),
performing Jezibaba in LAH-SOW’s Rusalka (2023), being a Studio Artist at Music Academy of the West’s
Lehrer Vocal Institute (2023), and participation in Dolora Zajick's Institute for Young Dramatic

Voices (2020-2023).

This upcoming summer (2026) she will be making her debut with the Merola Opera Program as Dryade

(Ariadne auf Naxos) and covering Carmen (La Tragédie de Carmen).



